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INTRODUCTION TO THE DEPARTMENT 


Many of the institutions, mores and values of modern societies 


are grounded in religious traditions of the world. Through 
religions, humans have variously attempted to connect their life 
patterns with some ultimate view of reality. To understand 


diverse cultures of the world, it is important to try to 
comprehend the religious traditions which inform them. 


The Department of Religion offers a variety of courses in the 
areas of the world religions, ethical issues and religions and 
cultures. We offer introductory courses in World Religions, the 
History of Judaism and Understanding Religion. We also have 
courses that focus on particular religious traditions (Modern 
Judaism, Christianity, Islam, Hinduism and Buddhism) and on 
particular topics (Religion and Art in China and Japan, Major 
Psychological Theories of Religion, Religion and Healing, Women 
and Religion). 


In addition to the undergraduate majors and honours programs in 
Religion and in Judaic Studies, and joint majors and honours 
programs, the Department of Religion offers several graduate 
programs: a Diploma in Theological, Religious and Ethical Studies 
(together with the Philosophy and Theology Departments), an M.A. 
in the History and Philosophy of Religion, an M.A. in Judaic 
Studies, and a Ph.D. in Religion in which students focus either 
on Comparative Ethics or Judaism. 


KNOWLEDGE OF TWO MAJOR RELIGIOUS TRADITIONS 


The Department believes that every Major or Honours student in 
Religion should possess, at time of graduation, a knowledge of at 
least two major religious traditions. For example, the student 
who is pursuing a Major in Judaic Studies should take at least 
one or two courses in a religious tradition other than Judaism. 
This basic principle reinforces the emphasis upon the centrality 
of the discipline of the History of Religions. A particular 
religious tradition can best be understood in the context of the 
general religious history of mankind. 


EMOTIONAL FUNCTION 


University education has an important social function independent 
of the relation of particular subjects to the job market. In the 
complex and changing culture of our society, it is often no 
longer possible or necessary to tie at least the first university 
degree to vocational training. The Department of Religion then, 
sees its prime function in this broader context of education. 


Vocationally, however, a Major or Honours in Religion could 
prepare the undergraduate for further education leading to 
teaching in religion at the high school, CEGEP or university 
level. A bachelors degree in Religion could also be of benefit 
for undergraduates who plan careers in social work, law, civil 
service and other fields for which a Humanities education is 
needed. 


THE BOYD SINYARD AWARD 


Each year the Boyd Sinyard award is given to the student in 
Religion with the highest grade-point average. The award is 
named after the first chairman of the Department of Religion at 
Sir George Williams University. 


THE JANIE COOPER MEMORIAL LECTURE IN JUDAIC STUDIES 


Each year a prominent scholar in Judaic Studies comes’ to 
Concordia to deliver a lecture. The lectureship was endowed in 
memory of a former Judaic Studies student at Concordia by her 
husband, Howard Cooper. 


FACULTY 


A list of the full-time faculty follows below. All degrees from 
universities and/or schools of advanced studies that represent 
the best academic centres for the study of religion in Canada, 
the United States, Great Britain and Europe. Several have 
published books that have made a contribution to their particular 
fields of study; all have published in learned journals and have 
given papers at learned societies. They have also won the 
reputation among their students for being good _ teachers, 
concerned about the quality of instruction at Concordia 
University, as well as for being a faculty that is "available" 
and is committed to the development of a more meaningful student 
life. 


FULL TIME FACULTY 


Professors Chair 

Charles Davis,S.T.L. (Gregorian, Rome) Michael Oppenheim, 
Ph.D. 

Michel Despland, Th.D. (Havard) (University of 

Jack Lightstone, Ph.D. (Brown) California) 


Sheila McDonough, Ph.D. (McGill) 


Associate Professors 


Frederick Bird, Ph.D. (Graduate Theological Union) 
David Miller, Ph.D. (Harvard) 

Ira Robinson, Ph.D. (Harvard) 

John Rossner, Ph.D. (Heed) 


Lecturers Adjunct Associate Professors 
N. Joseph J.B. Lightman 
H. Joseph D. Rome 


M. Saunders 


Religion 211/3 - AA (6 credits) Mon. 1805-2010 
UNDERSTANDING RELIGION 
Instructor: TBA 


This year we will be investigating the nature and meaning of 
religion by examining "personal documents", that is, diaries, 
journals, memoirs, and autobiographies of religious people. To 
aid us in understanding these documents some classical models of 
psychological interpretation will be utilized, including the 
insights of Freud and Jung. Focal points of our study include: 
(a) ways in which being religious differentiates some men and 
women from others, 

(b) differences between Freudian and Jungian interpretations of 
religious experience 

(c) "self-concepts'" which seem to have dominance in selected 
personal documents, 

(d) the relationship between the dynamics of the religious life 
and societal change, 

(e) similarities and differences between the ways that religious 
men understand themselves and the self-understanding of women, 
(f) the relationship between religious experience and 
psychological 'abnormality' 

(g) and ways in which models of religious formation both differ 
and coalesce in eastern and western religious traditions. 


Requirements and Texts to be Announced. 


Religion 213/3 -AA (6 credits) Thurs. 1805-2010 
MAJOR RELIGIOUS TRADITIONS OF THE WORLD 
Instructor: Associate Professor 

David Miller 


Addendum to Calendar Description:- This course will begin with a 
brief introduction to Robert Bellah's typology of religions. 
Once the basic theoretical structure of the course has been 
established, the focus of the lectures and readings for the first 
term will be upon Hinduism, Buddhism and Chinese Religions. The 
second term begins with an overview of Jewish, Christian and 
Islamic religious traditions. A survey of "lesser" religious 
traditions is, then, followed by a series of "special topics", 
such as "The Impact of Asian Religions upon North America". 
Throughout the course an attempt is made to relate religious 
traditions to "modernity", and guest lecturers will lead 
discussions on that theme. Considerable use will be made of 
movies and slides in order to provide a visual presentation of 
the religious traditions to be studied. 


Students who might wish to do a more in-depth study of Judaism, 
Christianity and Islam are referred to "Religion 222, 313, 319, 
327-330, 361-363". 


Requirements: Two In-Class Examinations; Two papers. 


Texts: 

Baird, Robert and Alfred Bloom. Indian and Far Eastern 
Religious Traditions 

Cochran and others. Religions of the World 

Rahula, Walpola. What The Buddha Taught 


Religion 222/3 - ZA (6 credits) Saidye Bronfman Centre 
INTRODUCTION TO JUDAISM Wed. 1830-2030 
Instructor: Rabbi Howard Joseph 


This course offers a year-long survey of the history of the 
Jewish people and of Judaism from earliest times until the 
present. It will focus on sociological and intellectual 
developments, examining both continuities and change in Jewish 
society, concepts, institutions and traditions through the ages. 


Requirements and Texts: 
To be Announced 


Religion 298A/2 - A (3 credits) W.F. 1015-1130 
(This course is cross-listed with Poli 298A/2 - a) 


The aim of the course is to explore the inter-relationship 
between religion and politics from the time of the New England 
Puritan until the present. The different ideal types of 
religion and state relationships that have existed in the U.S. 
from Puritan theocracy through the 18th century Deism underlying 
the American Constitution to the current debates between 
fundamentalists, traditionalists and liberals will be examined. 
Issues to be considered will include evolution and creationism, 
abortion, religious views of social justice, and Biblical 
authority. The teaching methodology of the course comprises 
lectures and discussions. 


Requirements and Texts: To be announced 


Religion 298C/4 - AA (3 credits) Thurs. 2025-2230 
THE LIVES OF HINDU SAINTS 
Instructor: 


Associate Professor David Miller 


This course will begin by considering theories of the writing of 
Hindu hagiography. Once the theoretical framework of the course 
has been established, students will read selections from Hindu 
hagiographies (in English translation), beginning with early 
medieval-written hagiographies and ending with those of 
contemporary "saints" (gurus) such as, Svami Sivananda and 
Anandamayi Ma. 


Requirements: One take home exam; one research paper at end of 
course. 


Text: Readings will be from an anthology of selections of Hindu 
hagiographies that exist in a manuscript form at present. 


Religion 299A/3 - A (6 credits) M. W.1445-1600 
INTRODUCTION TO HINDU RELIGIOUS THOUGHT 
Instructor: To be Announced 


This course will present an historical introduction to Hindu 
religious thought, beginning with the earliest texts of the 
Vedic period and ending with the writings of contemporary Hindu 
thinkers such as Sri Aurobindo Ghose and Sarvepalli 
Radhakrishnan. Students will examine in depth the six principal 
schools of Hindu philosophy, with particular emphasis upon the 
Vedantic schools of religious/philosophical thought. 


Requirements: Two in-class exams, one each term; 
Two research papers, one per term. 


Texts: S. Radhakrishnan and C.A. Moore, eds. Source Book in 


Indian Philosophy 
S. Radhakrishnan, Indian Philosophy, vols. I & II. 


Religion 301/2 - A (3 credits) M. W. 1315-1430 
THE HEBREW BIBLE 
Instructor: M. Mcbrearty, Lecturer 


The Hebrew Bible is a document which reflects the concerns and 
world-view of particular groups among the Ancient Israelites. 
It also provides evidence of the ethos and practices of the 
Israelite society at large. This course will offer a general 
survey of the scriptures of Ancient Judaism. Through a socio- 
anthropological approach, we will examine the form and the 
content of the documents which constitute the Hebrew Bible 
within the historical, social and cultural contexts of Ancient 
Israel. 


Requirements: 
In addition to participating in class and completion of assigned 
readings, students will submit (take-home) mid-term and final 
examinations. 


Text: The Oxford Annotated Bible, with Apocrypha (if no Bible 
already is owned). 


Religion 302/4 - A (3 credits) M. W. 1315-1430 
THE NEW TESTAMENT 
Instructor: Professor Frederick Bird 


This course will provide students with an introduction to the 


principal works of the New Testament. Students will be 
introduced to the historical setting and background of early 
Christianity. The course will analyze the major works of the 


New Testament from a historical perspective, roughly in relation 
to the order in which modern scholars judge that they were 
originally written. 


We will read the principal books of the New Testament in 
conjunction with: (1) a systematic and topically sequential 
reading of the textbook; and (2) in-class lectures, questions, 
and exegesis of selected sections of the New Testament books. 
Requirements: To be Announced 


Texts: Perrin and Duling, An Introduction to the New Testament 


Religion 311/3 - AA (6 credits) T. Thurs. 1315-1430 
THE RELIGIONS OF INDIA, CEYLON AND = 
SOUTHEAST ASIA 

Instructor: Professor Steven Collins 


This course will be an introductory survey of Hinduism, 
Buddhism, Jainism and Sikhism in India, and of Buddhism in 
Ceylon and Southeast Asia, as well as of the indigenous, 
'‘popular' traditions of these areas. We will approach the 
material both historically and thematically: the Indian 
traditions will be considered together, under three headings: 
the social and sacrificial world of Brahmanical orthodoxy, in 
Vedic times and thereafter; the world-renouncing and ascetic 
traditions of Hinduism, Buddhism and Jainism; and the 
devotional, mythological and theological developments of later 
Buddhism, medieval and modern 'sectarian' Hinduism and Sikhism. 
We will then look at the doctrines and social history of 
Theravada Buddhism, both monastic and lay, in Ceylon and 
Southeast Asia. A detailed course outline will be given, which 
will specify precise reading requirements for each meeting. 
Lectures will be given on the assumption that this reading has 
been done: and students will be encouraged to raise questions 
and discuss issues at any time during the meetings. We will 
view and discuss films and slides as well as written materials. 


Requirements: Class attendance; one paper (10 typed pages) 
and one in-class exam, each term. 


Texts: 
Required: Students should acquire one of the following 
overviews of 'World Religions'; you should read through all of 


the relevant sections at the beginning of the course, and then 
use the book for reference thereafter: 

J. Hinnells (ed.) Handbook of Living Religions 

N. Smart, The World's Religions 


Course Textbooks: 

T.J. Hopkins, The Hindu Religious Tradition 

D. Eck, Darshan: Seeing the Divine Image in India 

R. Robinson and W. Johnson, The Buddhist Tradition 
Other materials will be made available in xerox form. 


Recommended: 

J. Brockington, The Sacred Thread 

D. Kinsley, Hindu Goddesses 

A.G. Mitchell, Hindu Gods and Goddesses 


Religion 313/3 - A (6 credits) W.F. 1145-1300 
ISLAM 
Instructor: Professor Sheila McDonough 


The teachings of the Quran and the life and example of the 
Prophet Muhammad will be studied in detail. The later 
developments of Islamic thought and practices in law, theology, 
philosophy and mysticism will be considered. Examples will be 
given to modern developments in Iran, Pakistan, Egypt and other 
Muslim countries. 


Requirements: To be announced. 


Texts: Fazlur Rahman, Ethical Themes in the Quran 
F. Denny, Islam 


Religion 314/2 - AA (3 credits) Tues. 2025-2230 
THE BUDDHIST TRADITION 
Instructor: Professor Steven Collins 


This course will approach Buddhism as a total phenomenon: as a 
system of individual spiritual belief and practice, involving 
monasticism, metaphysics and meditation; as a social institution 
with historical, political and economic dimensions; and as a 
cultural vehicle for the lives and aspirations of millions of 
ordinary people throughout Asia. We will concentrate on two 
areas: the origin and development of Buddhism in ancient India, 
and the Theravada tradition in South and Southeast Asia from 
ancient to modern times. Reading for the course will involve 
Buddhist texts and modern scholarship, taken especially from 
intellectual and social history, and anthropology. 

A detailed course outline will be given, which will specify 
precise reading requirements for each meeting. Lectures will be 
given on the assumption that this reading has been done: and 
students will be encouraged to raise questions and discuss 
issues at any time during the meetings. We will view and discuss 
films and slides as well as written materials. 


Requirements: Class attendance: one paper (10 typed pages) and 
a final, in-class exam. 


Texts: (required): 


M.B. Carrithers, The Buddha 

R.F. Gombrich, Theravada Buddhism: A Social History from Ancient 
Benares Modern Colombo 

W. Rahula, What the Buddha Taught 


D. Swearer, Buddhism and Society in Southeast Asia 
Other materials will be made available in xerox form. 


Religion 326/2 - AA (3 credits) Thurs. 1605-1755 
CLASSICAL JUDAISM 
Instructor: To be Announced 


The concepts, institutions and literature of classical rabbinic 
Judaism (circa 70-700 C.E.) viewed against rabbinism's biblical 
and pharisaic background and in the context of the world of Late 


Antiquity. The course examines the development of rabbinic 
systems of thought and law as preserved primarily in the Mishnah 
and the Talmud. Consideration is given as well to popular 


rabbinic beliefs and practices and to early rabbinic mysticism. 


Requirements and Text: To be Announced 


Religion 333/2 - AA (3 credits) Tues. 1605-1755 
WOMEN AND RELIGION I 
Instructor: Norma Joseph, Lecturer 


This course will focus on the complex and varied world of women 
in religion. In analyzing the role and image of women in 
religious systems, we will concentrate on tribal and 
non/industrialized societies. Topics such as women's ritual 
experiences, the matriarchy debate and goddess religion will be 
covered. Students will be encouraged to participate in 
discussion based on assigned readings. Please note that we will 
NOT discuss Christianity and Judaism. 


Requirements: Review Essay; take-home final. 


Texts: Nancy Falk and Rita M. Gross (eds.) Unspoken Worlds: 
Women's Religious Lives in Non-Western Cultures. 
Carol Christ and Judith Plaskow (eds.)., Womanspirit 
Rising: A Feminist Reader in Religion 


Religion 334/4 - AA (3 credits) Tues. 1605-1755 
WOMEN AND RELIGION II 
Instructor: Martha Saunders, Lecturer 


In this course we will focus on women's religious experiences 
and religious quest. We will do this by examining 
autobiographical writings and personal statements by women for 
whom religious tradition, symbols and images have been 
particularly meaningful in their lives. In particular we will 
ask how contemporary women in the past have responded to, used 
and changed religious symbols and expression for their own 
spiritual and personal growth. Religion will be viewed as a 
means of growth and development toward an inner sense of 
selfhood or identity, or, at times, as an obstacle in the quest 
for authenticity. While it can be said that all the major 
religious traditions are patriarchal in their structures and 
their forms, women have always succeeded in using, and 
transforming these structures and forms for their own growth. 
In this sense it can be said that women's religious lives have 
often been somewhat subversive. This has been true in the past 
but is particularly so today, as contemporary religious women 
attempt to make religious traditions responsive to the feminist 
critique. 


Requirements: 
Journal, mid-term take home exam, final paper. 


Texts: 
Downing, C. The Goddess: Mythological Images of the Feminine 
Day, D. The Long Loneliness 


Morton, N. The Journey is Home 
Xeroxed short selections to be distributed in class. 


Religion 341/3 -01 (3 credits) M.W. 1315-1430 
RELIGION AND LITERATURE: 

CATHOLIC NOVELS Loyola Campus 
Instructor: Professor Charles Davis 


The course will investigate the relation between literature and 
religious faith through a study of Catholic novels. The novels 
will be selected from the writings of Newman, Wiseman, Mrs. 
Wilfrid Ward, Mauriac, Bernanos, Graham Greene, Evelyn Waugh, 
David Lodge, J.F. Powers, Flannery O°Connor, Mary Gordon, Andre 
Dubus. 


The novels will be discussed for their value as literary works 
according to the recognized methods of literary criticism. 
Further, questions of literary theory will be examined, 
especially concerning the analysis and theory of narrative, 
because of their importance for the interpretation of religious 
meaning. 


Requirements: To be Announced 


Texts: 
Works of Criticism - David Lodge, ed., Modern Criticism and 
Theory: A Reader 
Terry Eagleton, Literary Theory: An 
Introduction 
Peter Brooks, Reading for the Plot: 
Design and Intention in Narrative 


Religion 353/4 - AA (3 credits) 

JEWS AND CHRISTIANS: THE 

HISTORICAL ENCOUNTER Thurs. 1605-1755 
Instructor: To be Announced 


An historical survey of the relationship between Judaism and 
Christianity. The circumstances of the birth of Christianity 
and its separation from Judaism are discussed as well as the 
development of inter-religious disputation and dialogue. 
Special emphasis is given contemporary manifestations of the 
Judeo-Christian encounter. 


Requirements and Text: To be announced 


Religion 355/2 - AA (3 credits) Wed. 1805-2010 
MODERN JEWISH IDENTITY 
Instructor: To be Announced 


The questions "Who is a Jew?" and "What does it mean to be a 
Jew?" arose at the time of the Emancipation, that is, with the 
entry of Jews into the social, political, and intellectual life 
of Europe at the end of the eighteenth century. This class 
explores the models of Jewish identity that were offered from 
the time of Moses Mendelssohn to the contemporary period. The 
course also focuses on the intellectual trends as well as the 
historical events that helped to shape Jewish self- 
understanding. 


Requirements and Text: To be Announced 


Religion 357/2 - ZA (3 credits) Wed. 2030-2230 
HOLOCAUST: HISTORICAL CIRCUMSTANCES 
Saidye Bronfman Centre 
Instructor: Mr. A. Eliashiv, 
Lecturer 


This course will examine the historical circumstances that made 
possible the systematic destruction of European Jewry in the 
years 1939-1945 as well as the process of the destruction and 
the Jewish and world responses to the destruction. The course 
will deal with moral issues relating to events during this 
period. 


Requirements and Text: To be Announced 


Religion 370/3 - AA (6 credits) T. Thurs. 845-1000 
DEATH AND DYING 
Instructor: TBA 


A comparative examination of the conceptions of death and dying 
among the major religious traditions. Attention is paid as well 
to exploring contemporary notions of death and dying both in so 
far as we are still informed by traditional conceptions, and to 
the extent that, for many, such notions have lost their cogency. 


Requirements and Texts: To be Announced 


Religion 371/4 - AA (3 credits) Tues. 2025-2230 
RELIGION AND HEALING 
Instructor: Professor John Rossner 


An examination of the interaction between religious conceptions 
and practices on the one hand and healing arts on the other. 
The course considers such phenomena as: shamanism; healing and 
Christian shrines; native healing rites, folk medicine of the 
third world, modern spiritual healing groups; the contemporary 
dialogue between established forms of medicine, psychiatry and 
religion in the 20th century. 


Requirements: 
Regular class attendance and participation, suggested readings, 
one term research project and one final exam. 


Texts: 

Walter Addison, Jayne, M.D., Healing Gods of Ancient 
Civilizations 

George W. Meek, Healers and The Healing Process 

Stanley R. Dean, M.D., Psychiatry and Mysticism 

Harry Edwards, The Healing Intelligence 

Nicholas Regush, Psi Healing 

Ambrose and Olga Worrall, The Miracle Healers 

Norman Shealey, M.D., Occult Medicine Can Save Your Life 
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Religion 373/2 -AA (3 credits) Thurs. 2025-2230 
COMPARATIVE MYSTICISM 
Instructor: Associate Professor 

David Miller 


This course introduces students to the study of mysticism and 
mystical experience using materials drawn from a wide range of 
cultural and religious sources and examining the work of such 
contemporary theorists as William James, Rudolph Otto, W.T. 
Stace, R.C. Zaehner and Robert Ellwood. 


Requirements: one in-class exam and one paper. 


Text: W.T. Stace, Mysticism and Philosophy 
Selections from the Lives and Writings of Some Mystics. 


Religion 377/4 - AA (3 credits) Tues. 1805-2010 
RELIGION AND OCCULT IDEAS IN MODERN HISTORY 
Instructor: Professor John Rossner 


An examination of the basic ideas and cultural impact of occult 
traditions in the modern period from the so-called "Rosicrucian 
Enlightenment" in the 16th and 17th centuries, as described by 
Frances Yates, to the 19th and 20th century resurgence of occult 
themes in what Robert Elwood has called "an alternative reality 
tradition in the West". 


Requirements: Regular class attendance and participation, 
suggested readings, one term research project and one final 
exam. 


Text: The Quest for the Primordial Tradition, by John Rossner 


Recommended Reading: Select Bibliography - 

Colin Wilson, The Occult: A History 

Alta J. La Dage, Occult Psychology 

Dane Rudhyar, Occult Preparations for a New Age 

H. Blavatsky, An Abridgement of The Secret Doctrine 

Francis Yates, The Rosicrucian Enlightenment 

Geddes McGregor, Gnosis: A Renaissance in Christian Humanism 

R. Elwood, Jr., Religious and Spiritual Groups in Modern America 


Religion 379/2 - AA (3 credits) Tues. 1805-2010 
RELIGION AND CONTEMPORARY PSYCHICAL EXPERIENCE 
Instructor: Professor John Rossner 


An examination of the contemporary varieties of psychic 
experience being claimed by persons in the modern world and 
reported in popular literature, sociological surveys and medical 
or psychological literature. There will be experiential as well 
as theoretical sessions and some optional field work. This 
material will be critically evaluated in the light of the 
theories of C.G. Jung, William James and others. 


Requirements: Regular class attendance and participation, 
suggested readings, one term research paper and two (2) 
examinations. 


Text: Hal N. Banks, Psychic Studies 
John Rossner, The Quest for the Primordial Tradition 


Recommended Reading: 

The following selected bibliography represents recommended 
reading, but not required texts: 

J. Pearce-Higgins & S. Whitby, Life, Death and _ Psychical 
Research 

William James, Collected Writings on Psychical Research 

Marie Louise von Franz, Projection & Re-Collection in Jungian 
Psychology 

G.N. Tyrrel, Apparitions 

Raynor Johnson, The Imprisoned Splendour 

H. Carrington, Higher Psychic Development 

Susan Blackmore, Beyond the Body 

Andrew Mackenzie, Through the Time Barrier 

Danah Zohar, Hauntings and Apparitions 

Alan Gould, Mediumship and Survival 

George W. Meek, After We Die, What Then? 

Barbara Ivanova, The Golden Chalice 

c.G. Jung, Seven Sermons from the Dead 


Religion 393/4 - A (3 credits) 

(This course is cross-listed with 

Poli 398/4 - A) W.F. 1015-1130 
RELIGION AND POLITICS 

Instructor: Professor Sheila McDonough 


The aim of the course is to consider the various possible inter- 
relationships between religion and politics that have existed in 
the major world religions. Special emphasis will be given to 
twentieth century development in the Islamic world, in Buddhist 
countries, and in Latin America. Attention will be paid to the 
interaction between fundamentalism and liberalism in all the 
major traditions. The course comprises lectures and discussions. 


Requirements and Texts: To be Announced. 
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Religion 398A/4 -AA (3 credits) Mon. 1805-2010 
HISTORY OF WOMEN IN CHRISTIANITY 
Instructor: Martha Saunders, Lecturer 


This course will focus on women's lives and roles in the history 
of Western Christianity, using as resource the contemporary 
feminist scholarship in this area. Methodological problems in 
studying women's history will be raised, especially in the 
context of New Testament studies. Contemporary issues raised in 
feminist theology, such as women's ordination, participation in 
the life of the Churches, and spirituality will be examined in 
historical context. 


Readings will be taken from the following: 
Elizabeth Schussler-Fiorenza, In Memory of Her 
R. Reuther & E. McLaughlin, Women of Spirit 


Religion 398B/2 - AA (3 credits) Mon. 1805-2010 
JEWISH WOMEN IN HISTORY 
Instructor: Norma Joseph, Lecturer 


The study of Judaism and of Jewish history often treat women as 
invisible, or limited to one stereotypical pattern. This course 
will explore the different worlds of Jewish women. It will not 
be an examination of what the religion said about or legislated 
for women. Rather, it will develop an appreciation for the 
women themselves, how they saw themselves, what’ they 
accomplished, how they experienced history and what religion 
meant to them. They were a vital force in the life of the 
community and their heritage has too often been missing. 


Texts: S. Henry & E. Taitz, Written Out of History 
Cc. Baum, P. Hyman & S. Michel, The Jewish Woman in 
America plus some biographies. 


Religion 398D/2 - A (3 credits) T. Thurs. 1145-1300 
HEALTH, ILLNES AND HEALING 
Instructor: David Howes, Lecturer 


This course will examine: the meaning of the terms "health" and 
"illness" in diverse cultures; the organization of therapy under 
Shamanism, East Asian medicine and faith healing; the differing 
conceptions of the psyche (or soul) and its relation to the 
body in other traditions than our own; spirit 

possession and the role of the social scientist in international 
health planning. 


Requirements: One research paper and final take-home exam; 
OR 
Two short essays (5-6 pages) and final take- 
home exam. 


Text: Margaret Lock, East Asian Medicine in Urban Japan: 
The Varieties of Medical Experience and Selected 
Readings. 
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Religion 3983/4 - AA (3 credits) Mon. 2025-2230 
FEMINIST APPROACH TO THE HEBREW BIBLE 
Instructor: Norma Joseph, Lecturer 


This course on Bible will focus on women's experience in and of 
Bible. The feminist critique and interpretation of Bible calls 
it both a source of oppression and of liberation. Using the 
work of Fiorenza, Reuther, Trible, Exum and others, we will 
examine image and symbol, law and narrative in a search for a 
feminist approach. Thus, the limits and prejudices of certain 
methods and theologies will be critically analyzed while 
searching for women's religious experience and heritage in 
biblical text. This will be an advanced course and active 
student participation in class will be expected. 


Requirements: Two Essays 


Texts: L. Russell, ed. Feminist Interpretation of the Bible 
A. Collins, ed. Feminist Perspective on Biblical 
Scholarshi 


Religion 398F/4 - AA (3 credits) Wed. 1805-2010 
FAITH AND REASON IN MEDIEVAL JUDAISM 
Instructor: To Be Announced 


Course description unavailable at this time. 


Religion 398x/2 - AA (3 credits) Mon. 2025-2230 
SEXUALITY AND ETHICS 
Instructor: Martha Saunders, Lecturer 


Sexuality appears to be a major problem area for religious 
ethics - it tends to be idealized and romanticized on the one 
hand, and hedged about with severe constraints on the other 
hand. Sexuality is both sacred and sinful - invoking a complex 
range of symbols which makes it ethically very problematic. In 
this course the focus will be on sexual ethics and contemporary 


Christianity. Topics to be considered may include the 
following: 

1. Sexuality in Christian tradition - a troubled history. 

2. Identifying the ethical parameters - concepts of "nature", 


in relation to sex and gender; sexuality and social order and 
control; sexuality, justice and power. 


ay Sexuality and religious symbolism, and the relation of 
symbols to ethics - conjugal love, family, pleasure, desire, 
eroticism and mysticism. 

4. The contemporary feminist analyses of sexual relationships 
and power - sexism, heterosexism, homophobia and social justice. 
5s Recent attempts by religious groups to rethink sexual 
ethics. 


6. The ways in which contemporary issue such as the AIDS crisis 
and the development of new reproductive technologies are likely 
to affect sexual conduct in the future. 


Readings will include recent works of social and feminist theory 
on sexuality, including Michel Foucault and Beverly Harrison, 
historical writings from the Christian tradition, and statements 
of contemporary Christian moral thinkers on sexual ethics. 
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Reli 399A/3 - AA (6 credits) Wed. 2025-2230 
HINDU IDENTITY IN A PLURALISTIC WORLD 
Instructor: To be Announced 


This course will focus upon the problems facing Hindus who wish 
to maintain their identity in a pluralistic society, such as 
Canada. The course will begin with a history of immigrant Hindu 
groups into Canada and the problems facing first generation 
Canadian-born Hindus. The course, then, will examine in detail 
the problem of maintaining a Hindu identity in an ever- 
increasing pluralistic and secular society. 


Requirements: Two in-class exams, one per term; 
Two research papers, one per term. 


Texts: To be announced. 
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